208    DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

that each generation of Englishmen has made to
safeguard the rights of individual liberty against
the oppression of king, oligarch, and demagogue,
must necessarily sadden any Englishman who cares
at all about individual liberty. All that wealth of
achievement is to-day in the melting-pot and
although the crisis through which we are passing
has brought to a head many of the vital issues in
question yet the final issue remains more than
doubtfuL

In the next chapter I shall attempt to estimate
the chances of survival that yet remain for the
cause which our forefathers prized like their own
lives.